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CHRONOLOGICAL LOG OF LANDING
31 March 1945 - LOVE minus ONE

CIU 51.1.6 in LCI 783, LST 479, 801, 649, 674, 130,
LSM 96, 79, 5C 1341, 1338, PC 1601, PCE 873, PGS 1379,

sortied from northwest anchorage and proceeded to launching

positicns for assault landing on the islets of KEISE SHIMA,
arriving 0635,

LCI(S) €76, YUMA (ATF 94), 8 LCMs sortied from nortlwest
anchorage and procesded to assault area arriving about
o710,

LST 686, &70, 811, 797, 814, LSM 86, 85, 83, 15, of

Iractor Group HOW, screened by AlMs, arrived assault area

direct from LEYIE,

One company of 2nd En 306 landed on beach ELACK Z-d,
by ship-to=shore movement in LVTs from assault tractor
Unit FOUR. 0830, all waves ashore, no opposition,

A1l control wesssls leas SC 1341, PCS 1379 wers released
and returned to KERAMA RETTO.

L5M 85, beached in prepared channel against reef off
BLACK Z-i beach. Tater was too deep to unload so she
retracted.

ICI(8) 676 removed LCVP left by UDT from beach. It sank
in deep water.

lst causeway in place on beach,

KEISE SHIMA secured,.

2nd causeway in place overlapping lst.

L5H 85 commenced discharging., Completed at 1216,
hgsanlt troops were reembarked.

A1l LVTa wera launched to unload ammuniticn,

LSM 79 commenced unloading wehicles, completed at 1£335,
LSM 86 commenced unloading wvehicles.
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Direceted CIG 51.6 to have tig moet HINSDELE in tow of
smell tug off south entrance ot 1830 and mssist in berth-
ing. Engine is dissbled,

YOk (LTF 94) with LST 284 in tow stood in,

Direetod CTG 52.2 %o have ships‘avallable for screen
duties report to CIG 51.5.

hdvised CIT 51 that the following were designated to re-
main at objective during the night 1/2 April. SOPA KERAMA
RETYO0, CTG 51.1, MT. McKINLEY, LA GRANGE, PITT, WYLKDOT,
KENTON, HINSILLE, LST(M) 575, 776, 990, 479, 801, 649,
626, 670 884, LaM 15, 83, LSW(R) 188, LOT(G) 558, 560,
462, KINZER, SCRIEMER, HUMPHEEYS, HEREERT, DICKERSON,
BUOLINT, DEVICE, LDiMS, PC 1603, SC 1341, 1349, FCS(H)
un-ﬂ., ll‘srﬁl?} ﬂm, m. TERE‘T:I:F’ EEERIJ:L, EI{L] 5\64-, 616
10 52.6.5, TG 52.8, TG 51.20, less THORNTON, INDILFAPOLIS
LR¥LNSALS, TERHOR, PONAGANSETT, ERAZOS, TOMAHAWK,
KISHWAUKEE, MANDERSON VICTOURY, LLS VEGAS VICTORY.

Flceh RED, C ontrol GREEN,
Commenced making smoke.
Flash RED, Control YELLOY.
Flash BLUE, Control YELLOW,
Ceased making sooke.

[Hrected CTG 51.6 to send second tug to asaist HIKSDLLE
at southern entronce,

CHLNDELEUR glven permission to light up runways In sea=
drome area and to advise other ships in seadrome ares to
turn on truck lights for search plane coming in with
recoghition device incperative for emergency landing,

Flosh BLUE, Control GHREEN.
CTG 51.6 roported TEKEST. had departed to asaist HINSDLLE,
CTF 55 directed that KENTON (LPA 122) upon completion

unloading propulsion units report to CIG 55,2 off HAGUSHI,
T g tuga ond romeindor-of LOT to report to hinm.
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1 April 1945 kontinued)
2123 - Flash WHITE, Control GREEN.

2145 = CIG 52.2 reported that CIF 55 desired 2 AN wvessels et pre-
forred beach for salvege of lending ereft. It was pointed
out that iNs were required to remove material preparatory
to sailing KEOKUK in compliance CTF 51 directive, and that
net installation ond maintenance, and use to unloed KEOEUK
could not be accomplished if craft were semt to CIF 55
within next two days. It was desired that decisicn should
be mutunlly agreeable to CTF 51, CIF 55, and CIG 51.1.

2301 - LRELNSLS reported damage from LO B8 alongside fer fueling,
and that it waos nocessary to cast off tanker.

2343 - Flash ELUE; Control YELLOW,

SUMLRY -

Jap ewimners boarded LST 884 during the might of 1/2 ipril,
Eerly morning 420 Fi Em on EEISE SHEIIL recloved heavy artillery fire with
no damngo. LST-884 hod boon hit by sulcido plane with extonsive denage
by fire nnd towed to KERLML RETTO. Liaisbn plonc strip on KEISE SHILL
placed in operation. Heavy swells continucd to hamper fuoling, rearming,
and other service netivities. Lack of supply of 80 octane gascline con-
tinved to embarrsss logisties,

FUEL TRLNSFER
BILOXI (CL 80) ERAZOS (AO L)
KISH LUKEE (40G 9 TLTE (AKA 70)
MONTROSE (APA 212 HOFPING (AFD 51)
ST. MLRY (&PL 126 TELFLIR (APA 210)
FORREST (DMS 24) ARKANSALS (BE 33)
RIDDLE (DE 185) SLGE (AM 111)
STAUNCE (4M 307) SPEER (AM 322)
DEVASTLTOR (LM 318) PC 1128
ARDENT (AM 340) DEFENSE (AM 317)
PC 584 PCE 873
DORSEY (DM5 1) BULL (4PD 78)
BLTES (APD 47) HLTERS (LPD 8)
REEVES (APD 52) HERNDON (DD 638)
TLZEVELL (APL 209) ELER (LFD 39)
GILMER (LPD 11)
ANMUNITION TRLNSFER
E{ﬂ M;ﬂ NLTOMA BLY (CVE 62)
'!Jéi&ifli. (111'1-71
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1535 -

1335 =

1547 -

1550 =

1552 =

1555 -

1601 -

Chrenclogy of tho Operation,

cipher to interested commands on chanmnel B - 2B and to
woathor activities GULM cn chammel A 36 MR normal circuits
to GULM,

CIF 51 directed CIF 55 to ordor LCHERNAR (LKL 53) to report
to CTG 51.15 at KERLML RETTO for unloading, CIG 51.6 was
directed to repair ship es necessary to permit unloading,
LSTs of TF 55 and TF 53 wero to be used as they become
aveilable to transport material from EERLML RETTO to objee-
tive,

ddvised CTF 51 thet unloss otherwise directed, would anchor
Northern and Southern Tractor Oroups assigned to anchorage
hore plus 'Testern Islands Tractor Group with IMS and AM
units for the night 2-3 April, in srea between YAKLEI KUBL
and LKL,GERUML, HOKAJI; thet an adequate close screen around
this area would be provided by CIG 52.2 plus control craft
aveilable. CIG 52.2 concurs,

CIF 55 directed CIF 55.7 tc direct ships not neceded for un=-
loading before 3 April to report to SOPL KERAMA RETTO in
MT. McKIKLEY for berthing.

Directed LST B84 send immediate 2nd full report regarding
Jap swimnmers who boarded during the night 1-2 April, with
details to any casualties,

Directed CIU 51.1.20 to detall 2 anti-submarine ships to
establish patrols pricr 1800 2 Lpril off northern and south-
ern cntranco channels to KERLML RETTO anchorage 3000 to
6000 yords cutside of nots.

Directed CTU 51.1.6 to have ell PCs and SCs report to CIG
51.1 at onoco and informed him that LSTs would not retire
during night 2-3 April.

Rocommended to CIF 51 that following remain at objective
night 2-3 April: MI. McKINLEY, PIIT, T[ILNDOT, HINSDLLE,
KENTON, eight ammo LSTs, BE”DI'EGI-I, PGE{H:I L’.DJ.. 1457,
GUNSTON HALLL, CLLMP, YUM., TEKESI/., EGERIL, ENDIMION,
OCELNUS, IGI(L) 564, 676, LCI(G) 558, 560, 462, LSM(R) 188,
INDLANAPOLIS, NEVAL., TERREE[ PONALGANSETT, BRIZ0S, TOMAHALE,
ELK, VKIPPET, GRUMMIUM, KISH LUKEZ, MANDERSON VICTORY, LiS
VEGIS VICTORY, TG 51.20 less THORNTON, TG 52.8, TU 52.6.5,
8C 1349, SC 1350 with CTG 51.19. In western and north-
wostern anchorages all Western Island Tractor Flotilla with
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2 hprdil 1945 (eontinued)
roquires salvage assistance,

1926 =

1932 =

1936 =

193% -

1940 -

1946 =

1950 =

1953 -

Flash BLUE Gontrol GREEN.
hdvised OIG 51.6 HEMRICO bears 165 distance 8 miles from

Told all ships prosont that two swicmers boarded 13T 884
by means of cargo net, in berth south of small craft
anchorage during darlmess on the night 1-2 Lpril. In gum
battlo Navy sentry was killed, Jap escaped. Leascn
obvicus,

Directod CTG 51.6 to send salvage essistance to HEPRICO
immodiately vicinity South anchorage. FPosition later,
Report when tug sent. Acimowledge.

CIR 17 directod TELFLIR to reoturn to port and report teo
CIC 5l.1 on the woy.

CTG 51.6 directed YUMA (ATF 94) to get underway immed=
iately to assist HENRICO (LPA 45) position 180° distance
16 miles from South entranco,

CTG 52.13 roported DICKERSON (LPD 21) hit by suicide
plane in vieinity statlon of sercon stetion A-20.

BUNCH (LiPD 79) standing by picking up survivers. Fire
not yet under eontrol. Unable to stay alongside.
Reoquest salwage tug,

CTG 51.1 requosted additional oseort for HENRICU.

NOTE: LUNGLA POINT later reported sho had eleared nots
at 1755. Lt 1845 was ettacked by 6 to B cnomy aircraft,
ineluding BETTYS, FRANCIS and ZEKES. 4ittack lasted for
55 minutes. BManeuvered at flank speed at various radiecal
courscs. Tried to close TU 52.3.4 consisting of 5 DDs
about 4 milos shead for protoetion. Never succeeded,
LPL L5, and APD and ID wore hit by suiciders. Oral
amplifications of refercnce dispatch discleses CIU 52.3.4
failed to elose bocause he did not hear LUNGL POINT's
requost for him to do so. OSuggest that all units oper-
ating under similar ciroumstances be sdvised to jeoin
forees at every opportunity then under attack.

Diroeted all truck lights in anchorago be turned on to
assist FEM landing,

D4 'f 51.5 ;'E ;;raau HENRICO and rendor assistance.
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m.lHDER AMPFPHIBDIOUS GROUP SEVEN

ACTION REPORT - CAPTURE CF CEINAVA GUNTO Phases 1 end 2

1, During the assgult phase there were no contacts with large
surface shipe or craft in the XERAMA RETTO area, FPurthermore, de-
gpite the fact that 390 suicide boata were destroyed ashore in the
RETTO, there were only 3 suicide boat attacks on our forces. These
attacks mere gll unsuocessful, They are emumerated below:

a. On the night of 28 March, the USS CROSLEY (APD 87) con=
tactod 2 mujedides basts in Statien R-16, Ona bopt was ox-
ploded and the other escaped,

b. On the same night, the LSM(R) 189 in Station R-9 destroyed
3 suicide boats,

¢. On the night of 31 Mareh, 1 suicide bost was contacted,
but lost, east of Station R-13.

2, In addition to theee unsuccesaful attempts by suicide
boats, there was an attack by 2 armed swimmers who boarded the IST
B84 in the small eraft anchorage at XERAMA RETTO at 2230 I, 1 April.
Thay killed 1 enlisted man and then esgaped,

3. All of the suieids boats encountered ashore and at sea,
were of g gtandard design, though the Japancse have often utiliged
ahy available type of small boat or moter launch in suicide at-
tacks, This standard design is briefly described as follews:

Length 18 feet,

Beam 6 feet.

Maximum speed 35 knots,

Minimim spoed &+ knota,

Cemposition Light plywood.

Charge 2-250 1b, depth cherges to be
dropped from stern, -

Crew 1,

l, During movement to the objective the Tractor Group, CIU
51,1.2 was sncoped by enomy aireraft dyring the afterncom of 25
Mareh 1945, About sunset on 25 March one enemy aireraft believed
to be a JUDY was sighted sbout six miles ahead of Transport Group
FOf. No attacks were made on either comvoy during the movement
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ComPhibGrp 7 = Capture of OKIHAWA GUNTO Phoses 1 and 2 = Part (V) - Special Reports -
Section (KE) - Miscellaneous Items of Interest.

REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKER i =
SHIP_ DLTE CAUSE EFFECT_ DISPOSITION (Dat3) .
LCI 580 3/29/45 Aground Foth shafts and props Refloated 4/13/45, repaired;
e e i apt S i S o M R O e Returned to duly, _ _ _ _ _ -
LCI 633 L71745 T “Unlmowm - except AOmn single mt, - Fwd, Emergency repairs completed,
gun was hit by Returned to duty.
e e e e = e — -.—-.—ﬂ-.h'ﬂ-.ll.'- —————————————————————————————— == e mm o mm
LsH(R) 188 3/29/45 “Suicide plane & Majer damagos to director  Emerg. Te 8 compruwved.
O L X O, S B _ — _neaxr pigs by bemb, fubes._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - - - Sailed S P <
LsH(R) 192 L2165 T " Aground, One shaft inoperative. Emerg. r;fpiﬂs completed.
_____________________________________ To_duty L N T [
LST 663 471745 krosture in stern ground- Temporary repairs made.
ed out, Stern winch inop- Returned to duty.
————————— - - .—--.-.-__--.—--Erﬂ'ti?g'_..-._...—...-.-.-.—.-.-._-——--r-------—-——-'—--—
LST B2 L5 Near miss by Slight Demages. Temporary repairs made,
____________ __.Suigide plane, _ _ _ . _ _ _ ______-__--BRetunedtoduly, _ ____
1sT 884 4/1765 ~ “suicide plane. BEng. rooms flooded. Tank Seiled to Tear base undor tow
: decks Tlooded. Officers and by LST 940, 4/14/45
S | PR e iy S o L i — crew's _gquarterg wnliwable. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ e e =
O'ERIEN (DD 725) 3/21/45 ~Suicide plane 1 Fireroom out. Main radic  Temporary repairs: made.

"""""""""""""" f pramaarTrn”

LA o out., CIC & equip. inoper- Sailed to rear avea, 3175,
ative. Superstructure and
main dock port side dam-
aged. Stbd. and port AOmm
twin demolished. Sound
ond GCM incp. 1 fwd 20mm
out. Torp. director inop.
#2 boiler flooded. A1Ll
olect, equip., midships out.

- — - e o o  me
- . — - i

gntenna knocked off._ _ _ . - o AT _ o ==
. plane. 1e in hull below water= Docked & repairel.
SR 1 Returngd_to dub¥. _ - - — - = =
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